Контрольная работа.

1. Прочитать 4 текста по государственному устройству Великобритании и США. Письменно делать перевод не нужно.
2. Ответить письменно на вопросы после каждого текста. Ответы необходимо давать полные, например:
«Is the Monarch expected to be politically neutral? »

Неправильный ответ: Yes.

Правильный ответ: Yes, the Monarch is expected to be politically neutral because…
3. Слова и выражения, выделенные жирным и пронумерованные, (например: «Great Britain is a parliamentary monarchy (1)».):

a.  перевести письменно

b.  составить по 5 предложений с этими словами и выражениями после каждого текста.

! То есть у вас итого должно получиться 20 предложений:)

4. Составить письменно рассказ на английском языке (не менее 15 предложений) о государственном устройстве Российской Федерации, высказав свое мнение (3-4 предложения) о различиях государственных систем РФ, США, Великобритании.
1. The state system of Great Britain 

Great Britain is a parliamentary monarchy (1). The power of the Queen is limited by the Parliament. It means that the sovereign reigns (2) but does not rule. Britain does not have a written constitution, but a set of laws (3). Parliament is the most important authority in. Britain. It comprises (4) the House of Commons, the House of Lords and the Monarch in her constitutional role. In reality the House of Commons is the only one of the three, which has true power.
The Monarch serves formally (5) as head of state. But the Monarch is expected to be politically neutral (6) and should not make political decisions. The present sovereign of Great Britain is Queen Elizabeth II (the second). She was crowned (7) in Westminster Abbey in 1953.
The House of Commons has 650 elected Members of Parliament (MPs), each representing a local constituency (8).
They are elected by secret ballot. General elections are held every five years. The country is divided into 650 constituencies. All citizens aged 18 have the right to vote (9), but voting is not compulsory in Britain. The candidate polling the largest number (10) of votes in a constituency is elected. The functions of the House of Commons are legislation and scrutiny (11) of government activities. The House of Commons is presided over by the Speaker. The Government appoints the Speaker. The House of Lords comprises about 1,200 peers (12). It is presided over by the Lord Chancellor. The House of Lords is made up of hereditary (13) and life peers and peeresses and the two archbishops (14) and 24 most senior bishops of the established Church of England. The House of Lords has no real power. It acts rather as an advisory council (15).
There are few political parties in Great Britain thanks to the British electoral system. They are the Conservative Party, the Labour Party and the Liberal Democratic Alliance (16). Each political party puts up one candidate for each constituency. The one who wins the most votes is elected MP for that area. The party which wins the most seats in Parliament forms the Government. Its leader becomes the Prime Minister. As head of the Government the Prime Minister appoints ministers, of whom about 20 are in the Cabinet - the senior group which takes major policy decisions (17). Ministers are collectively responsible (18) for government decisions and individually responsible for their own departments. The second largest party forms the official Opposition, with its own leader and 'shadow cabinet' (19). The Opposition has a duty to criticise government policies and to present an alternative programme (20).
The new bills are introduced and debated in the House of Commons. If the majority of the members are in favour of a bill it goes to the House of Lords to be debated. The House of Lords has the right to reject a new bill twice. But after two rejections they are obliged to accept it. And finally the bill goes to the Monarch to be signed. Only then it becomes a law.
Parliament is responsible for British national policy. Much legislation applies through out Britain. England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland have their own legal systems with differences in law and practice. 

Questions
5. What is the most important authority in Great Britain?
6. Is the Monarch expected to be politically active?
7. How are the Members of Parliament elected?
8. What are the main political parties in Great Britain?
9. What are the functions of the House of Commons?
2. The political party system of Great Britain

The political party system, dating from (1) the late 17th century, is an important element in the working constitution. A number of parties win seats (2) in the House of Commons, but Britain has functioned basically (3) as a two-party system for more than a century. The major parties are: the Conservative party, the Labour party and the Liberal party. Political parties are neither registered (4) nor formally recognised (5) in law, but the system depends on (6) the existence (7) of at least two parties in the House of Commons, each of which can form a government.
Most candidates in elections (8) and almost all-winning candidates belong to one or other of the main political parties.
The leader of the party which wins most seats at a general election, or which has the support (9) of a majority in the new House of Commons forms a government. He or she becomes Prime Minister and chooses the ministers who will together form the Government.
In the general election of May 1,1997, after 18 years of Conservative rule, the Labour Party won a victory and Tony Blair became Prime Minister.
Questions
1. What is an important element of the working constitution of Great Britain? 
2. What are the major parties in the UK? 
3. Are the political parties registered or recognised in law?
4. Who forms a government?
5. What party won the general elections in 1997?
3. The Political System of the USA
The United States of America is a federal union, consisting of fifty states, with the District of Columbia as the seat of the national government (1). Each state has its own government and the state governments follow much the same pattern (2) as the federal government. The present constitution was proclaimed (3) in 1787 in Philadelphia. Since then, the basic document has not been changed.
The president is the head of state, of the federal government and he chooses its ministers, called ‘cabinet leaders’. He is chosen in a national election for a four-year term of office (4). The president must be a native-born (5) citizen at least 35 years old.
Congress consists of two houses, the House of Representatives (6) and the Senate (7).
Elections to the House of Representatives take place every two years. The house has 435 members. A member must be an American citizen for more than seven years and at least 25 years old.
Each of the 50 states elects two Senators to the Senate. There are 100 members in the Senate. They are elected to serve (8) for a period of six years, but every two years elections (9) to the senate take place when one third of its members may be changed or re-elected (10). A Senator must be over 30 years old and a citizen of the USA for at least nine years.
Election day is always in the month of November, on the first Tuesday after the first Monday.
In the USA there are two main political parties, the Democratic Party and the Republican Party. The Democratic Party is the oldest of the two. Its history began back in the 1820s. The Republican Party was organized in the 1850s.
Questions
1. Why do we call America a federal union?
2. Where is the seat of the national government?
3. How often is the president elected in the USA?
4. Who can be the president of the country?
5. Who can be elected to the House of Representatives?
6. How many senators are there in the Senate?
7. What is the period of service for a senator?
8. Who can be a senator?
9. When is the Election Day in the USA?
10. Can you name the main political parties in the USA?

3. The Congress
The Congress is divided into two houses: the Senate (100 members, two for each state, who are elected for 6 years and renewed (1) by one third every two years) and the House of Representatives (435 members elected for two years).
The Congress meets in the Capitol, in Washington, D.C., its main functions are to declare (2) war and to make laws, which become effective after the President’s approval (3).
The Senate ratifies (4) treaties (5) and gives its agreement (6) to nominations of high officials. 

Questions
1. What houses is the Congress divided into?
2. What term is the Senator elected for?
3. What term is the Congressman elected for?
4. Where does the Congress meet?
5. What are the main functions of the Senate?

